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and that the State Governmeut be requested
to convey this resolution to the I'rime Minis-
ter.

If that be agreed to, the Government will
be prepared to act on it. But I cannot sub-
mit it as an amendment. It would be for
the member for Claremont to accept this in
substitution of his motion.

Mr, NORTH: Shall T be in order in moving
to withdraw my motion now, or shall I wait
for the member for North-East Fremantle
to withdraw his amendment, which was
agreed to?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is now a
composite motion, and the wmember “for
North-East Fremantle moved the greater
part of it as it now stands, T think the
member for North-East Fremantle had
hetter withdraw his part of it.

Mr. TONKIN: In deference to the sng-
gestion of the Minister, I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr, NORTH: In deference to the wishes
of the Minister, I withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move—

The control of banking and currency being
under Commonwealth jurisdiction, this House
urges the Commonwealth Government to insti-
tute an inquiry into the operation of the exiet-
ing economiv system, and to report whether the
prevailing depression is duc, as asserted by
Major Douglas, to a diserepancy between the
price of goods and the purchasing power issuerd
against them, or to the nnequal distribution of
jneome, or to a combination of these factors;
and that the State Government be requested
to eonvey this resolution to the Prime Minister.

Question put and passed.

BILL—-WILUNA WATER BOARD LOAN
GUARANTEE,

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment.

House adjourned at 8.48 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at +.30
p.n., and read pravers.

BILL—-TENANTS, PURCHASERS, AND
MORTGAGORS' RELIEF ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—MINE WORKERS' RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 3rd Qectober,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West—in reply) [4.36]:
Several members have asked for infor-
mation regarding one or two elauses
of the Bill, and I took a note of
the  partienlars  desived. Botli  Mr.
Harris and Mr. Seddon raized the question
of those miners who aceepted lump sum
payment compensation instead of taking
their compensation by weekly payments
until the maximum amount had become ex-
hausgfed. T am advised the the miner who
applies for lnmp sum compensation may de-
cide to accept, say, £650 instead of the £750
to which the Act entitles him. If he spends
this amount, he cannot come on the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund for their schedule
rates until he has exhausted a sum equal to
£750 at a rate not exceeding £3 10z per
week, which means roughly a period of four
vears. It has to be remembered that he
voluntarily aceepted the lump sum. What-
ever percentage of the full amount of £750
he accepied in order to get the lump sum
has nothing to do with the fund. Then there
is the man who does not ask for a lump sum
settlement, but who at the instigation of his
employer is eompelled to take a lump sum
settlement. When he has exhaunsted ihe
amount that he is compelled to take. say
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" £650, or whatever it be, at a rate not ex-
ceeding £3 10s, per week, he antomatically
comes on the Mine Workers’ Relief Fuond
schedule of payments. He comes on that
schedule immediately the amount he was
compelled fo aceept as lump sum compen-
sation has been exhausted. Tt must be re-
membered that in this ecase the man was
quite content to receive his compensation in
weekly payinents, and that the lnmp sum
settlement was made at the instigation of
the employer, who demanded peruission to
make such a settlement. There is that dif-
ference between the man whe is compelled to
accept the lump sum settlement and the wan
who requests such 2 settlement. Mr, Sed-
don, or perhnps Mr. Harris, said that dif-

ficulties had arisen, and that men had
complained they did not reccive the
amount of compensation to which they

thought they were entitled. It is hardly
possible to give any explanation of
such cases unless hon. members are pre-
pared to furnish specific instances, when I
shall endeavour to obtain all the informa-
tion available on the particnlar. points raised.
Mr. Seddon raised the question of the differ-
ence between the man who is cutting out his
compensation at £3 10s. per week and the
man who is receiving something over £3 10s.
per week hecanse of exeeptional family re-
sponsibilities. Here is the explanation sup-
plied to me. There are two funds, One is
provided under the Workers’ Compensation
Act, and is obtained from a premium of 414
per eent. on wages paid as an insurance
against industrinl diseases, The other fund
is the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, and is
made up of confributions by the men at the
rate of 1s, Gd. per forthightly pay, a simi-
lar amnount provided by the mine owners,
and a third equal amount provided by the
Government. When a man is notified that
he is suffering from advanced silicosis, the
Mine Workers’ Relief Act gives him a legal
right to £730 compensation under the
Workers’ Compensation Aet, provided he
ceases work within 12 months. If a wan
works on and then becomes incapacitated,
the onus ts on him to prove that he is totally
incapacitated in order to entitle him to the
full amount of £750 under the Workers’
Compensation Aet. He may get only 60 per
cent. of that amount if the doctor certifies
that he is ounly 60 per eent. ineapacitated
from work; then in the case of a man receiv-
ing £3 10s. per weck he goes on until he has
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exhausted the £730 hy weckly payments.
That comes out of the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Fund. A man recciving the basic wage
ruling in his distriet. and this basie wage
being more than £3 10s. per week, say £3
18s. per week, would have the remaining
8s. per week made up to him gratuitously
frowm the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, An
amount of £3 10s. is received by him from
the Workers” Compensation Fund, and the
balance of 8s., or whatever the balanee may
be, is received from the Mine Workers’ Re-
lief Fund. [t iz an extra amount granted to
him heeause of exceptionnl eirenmstances,

Hon. C. B. Williains: Provided the
authorities are willing to grant it

The HONORARY MINISTER: T sup-
pose that would always apply. It the

amount iz not granted to the man, he can-
not reeeive it. I may add that the man who
is prohibited from work on account of
tuberculosis only, and entitled to compensa-
tion under Section 49 of the Aet, wounld go
on to the rates preseribed hyv the first seale
of the second sehedule of the reguliations as
soon as he had exhansted the £750 by weekly
payvments, including any amount received
by him from the fund on aceount of extreme
hardship. From the fund contributed by
the three parties—the miners, the employers
and the Govemment—men suffering fromn
tuberculosis only, or any malady that can
legitimatelv be attributed to their employ-
ment as mine workers, are paid compensa-
tion. The amount of the contribution will vary
with the number of men emploved in the
industry and belonging to the fund, and the
amount is not stabilised, nor ean it he. 1
think that those remarks apply more par-
tieularly to a question which was raised by
Mr. Holmes. Next, Mr. Seddon raised a
question regarding Commonwealth pensions.
[ am advised that payments received by
beneficiaries of the fund are taken into con-
sideration in eonneection with elaims made to
the Commonwealth Government for ald age
and invalid pensions.

Hon. ‘H. Seddon: As income.

The IONORARY MINISTER: Yes, as
income. Mr. Holmes asked for information
with regard to what this amending Bill is
likely to cost the Government. I am in-
formed that the Aect has been in operation
only since the 1st Febrnary this vear. The
emount paid by the Govermment as their
contribution for the period from the 1st
February to the 30th June. 1933, was
£2,765 10s, 3d. There will not Le any addi-
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tiona) cost through the passing of the Bill,
as the men concerned were previously pro-

vided for under the Miners’ Phthisis
Act, and this Bill merely seeks to
preserve their rights under that Aet.

Mr. Williams the other evening said the Act
had operated to the detriment of mine
workers. That wag rather n serious state-
ment to muke, and consequently I have gone
into the subject. 1 am afraid it will take
Mr. Williams all his time to justify his
statement.

Hon, ¢, B. William=: It is the difference

hetween L2 a week aml nothing.  Take
Johnson's case!
The HONORARY MINISTER : 1f the

hon. member will but wait until 1 bave given
my explanation, he will probably ~ee the
iruth of what | have said,

Hon. . B, Williams: You cannot say auy-
thing that will eonvinee me,

The HONQRARY MINISTER :
well, I think | am correet in saying that in
many respects the Act is an improvement on
the Miners” Phthisis Act, at all events ns {ar
as it nffects the mine workers, TUnder the
Miners" Phthisis  Acl, which the exisling
Mine Woarkers' Relief Aet supersedes, early
and advanced easos of silicosis were com-
pelled to remain in the mines until they
developed tuberenlosis hefore they heeame
entitled (0 compensation.

Hon. ¢. B. Wiliiams: No, the Workers’
Compen=zation Act alwnys covered them, and
it ecovers them now.

The HONORARY MINISTER : At
prezent, mine workers notifiecd that they are
suffering from silicosi= in the varly stage
may cease underground work within twe
vears from the date of notification and leave
the industrv: and if at any fime thercafler
they develop silicosis advanced or tuberen-
losis, they shall he entitled fo the maximnm
compensation of £750,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why dn they pay
3s. a month?

The HONORARY JMINISTER: Mine
workers suffering From  advanced silicosis

are given the legal right te the maximum
compensation of £730 immediately they are
reported. The Act also provides that after
they have exbausted the maximum eompensza-
tion of £750 under the Workers' Comprnsa-
tion Act or the Mine Workers’ Relief Aet,
they shall be entitled ta the benefits pre-
seribed in Seale 1 of the Second Schedule of
the regulations, which range from £1 53, per
week in the case of a single man, up to a

Very
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maximum of £2 5s. per week for a married
man with dependants.

Hon. C. B. Williams interjected.

The PRESIDENT : Order! 1 remind
members that the Bill will be eonsidered in
Committee, when there will be ample oppor-
tunity afforded to go thoroughly info details.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Now I
come to one of the points upon which Mz,
Williams holds very definite views, He said
there was no provision for any payment to
a widow on the death of ler husband, and
that he was not foo sure how the widow
would get on if her hushand died hefore he
had drawn the full £750 to which he was
entitled under the Workers' Compensation
Act or this Aet. I am advised that the Mine
Workers” Relief Act provides that if a pro-
hibited or notified mine worker dies before
ke has received £750, his widow shall be en-
titled to reeeive the balance of the £750 at
the rate of £2 per week in accordance with
Seale 11. of the Second Schedule, and when
slie has received such balance she shall then
be entitled to the benefits in Seale 1., which
range from 10s. per weck to £1 per week,
arcording to her age. LUnder the Workers’
Compensation Aect a widow would he entitled
to the difference hetween the amount already
drawn by the worker and £600, which is the
maximum payable under that Aect where
death resuits from injurv. When she has
exhausted the amount received under the
Workers' Compensation Aet, she shall then
be entitled to the henclits preseribed for
under Scale I. of the regulatians under lhe
Mine Workers' Relief Aet already referred
to. That definitely shows that the widow
has not been deprived of compensation in
the cvent of her husband dying in those cir-
cumstances.  Mr. Willtams and Mr. Cornell
hoth referred to the cuestion of some miners
who are not covered hy the existing legisla-
tion, and hoth those memhers desived that
=omething <hould be done in order that those
miners might be entitled to claim for com-
pensation. Darticular reference was made
o the miners who took up blocks in the
miners’ settlement at Sonthern Cross. T am
adviced that over 600 inen were notified in
1526 that they had developed symptoms of
dust. Many of those, apart from the men
who took up Dbloeks in the miners’ settle-
ment, may have lefl the mines and taken
up other nceupations. Tf the Act were
amended tn include the ex-miner on the
miners’ =ettlement, those other men natnr-
ally would claim that they also should bhe
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ineluded. Furthermore, men who ceased
work in the mines on account of silicosis or
tuberculosis prior to the proclamation of the
Miners’ Phthisis Act on the 7th June, 1925,
and who were excluded from the provisions
of that Aet, might also claim that they were
-entitled to similar treatment. Therefore, to
bring the men on the miners’ settlement
within the scope of the Act wonld create such
a far-reaching precedent that the Govern-
ment would be involved in a very heavy
hiability that they could not sustain.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Those men merely
nccepted the adviee of the Government of
the day and got away,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
now given all the information I have been
able to get upon this subject. To most of
us I suppose it is rather an involved mat-
ter, but so far as I know the information T
have given is perfectly correct in every par-
ticular. Tt may not meet with the approval
of some members; it may fall short of cover-
ing many eases that some members think
should he covered by legislation of this kind;
hut I hope, cven if that is so, it will not
affect the passing of the Bill, whiech I under-
stand is regarded as a mosl important meas-
ure from the point of view of those it
affeets,

Hon. C, B. Willimns: Tt is a pity the Aet
was brought in last year,

The HONORARY MINISTER: T hope
the Bill will not only pass the second read-
ing, but that we shall he ahle to get it
through the Committee stage with as little
delay as possible.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seecond time.

BILL—FRUIT CASES ACT
AMENDMENT,

Received from the Assembly and read a
Tirst time.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASBESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conferencc on the amend-
ments insisted upon by the Couneil, and
notifying that should the Counecil grant a
conference, the Assembly would be repre-
sented at that conference by three members,

[COUNCIL.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That a message he sent to the Agsembl
agreeing to a conference as requested, an
that the conference take place forthwith in th
President’s room, and that the managers fg
the Council he selected by ballot.

Question put-and passed.

Ballot resulted as follows:—The Chie
Secretary, Hon. J. J. Holmes and Hon, E
Seddon.

Sitting suspended from 512 p.m. to 3.15 am

Conference Managers’ Report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I desire t
State that the managers of this House hav
met the managers of another place and hav
reached an agreement.  The report is &
follows :—

Amendment No. 1: At the end of Claus
1 the amendment adds the words, “‘and sha
ecome into operation on day to be fixed b
proelamation.””’

Result: Amendment not ingisted on,

Amendment Nu. 2: Delete Clanse 2 whice
provided for operation of Bill from 1lst July
(No retrospection.)

Result: Conference
shouldl operate from the 1st October.
2 to be amended aceordingly.

Amendment No. 3: Paragraph (1) o
Clause 3 altered the exemption for singl
people on wages and salaries from under £
1s. to under £2 a week.

The amendment proposes to delete this pare
graph, The effect would be that the exemg
tiens would remain at last year’s figure o
under £1 1s,

Resutt: Conference agreed that the exemp
tion for single men should be fixed at unde
30s., provided that where salary or wages r¢
ceived is less thun £2 per week, the amount o
tax payable shall not exceed 4d.

Amendment No. 4: Paragraph (b) o
Clause 3 altered the exemption for singl
people on incomes from under £52 to unde
£10¢ per annuin. The amendment proposes i
delete this clause.

The effeet would be that the exemptio
would remain at £52.

Result: Exemption will now be on income
under £78 per anpum with the same provis
where the income iz less than £104.

Amendments Nos. 5. 6, 7, and 8: Paragrap!
{e) of Clausc 3 fizes the married men’s exemf
tion at between £2 and £3 10s. per week fo
wages and salary and between £104 and £18
per annum for incomes.

Amendment No. § proposes to suhstitat
€421 for ‘<40 in line 4. This is conse
quentinl on amendment No. 3 reducing singl
p;ole)ljo 's exemption to £1 1s. per week instea
of £2

Rewsit: Conference agreed on 30s. in accord
ance with the deciston already given.

agreed that the Bi
Claus
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MAmendient No, G proposes to delete the
words **ten shillings,” in Jine 5. This would
nutke the mupricd people’s exemption £3 per
week,

Reeult:  Conference agreed that matrried
people’s exemption should be £3 10s. as pro-
poseid by the  Assembly.

ilment No, 7 propoeses to subsiitute
P L Tud G ties 7o oand K. This

in consequential on the amendment reducing
sivgle people’s exemption in ineome 1o £52
per annum.

Resnlt: Conference agreed upon £78 as
Lased upon £1 105, per week.

Amendment No. 8 proposes to  substitute
CE1S6YY for 0 £18277 in line 9. This would
reduce married people’s exemption in ineome
from €182 to £1356.

Result: Words as passed by
stand,

Amendment No. 4: Paragraph  (b)  of
Clause 4 fixes the single people’s excmption at
£104 per anuum in that part of the principal
Act dealing with payments of tax where th:
Act does not operate for a full year,

The amewdment proposes to delete this para-
graph, The cffect would be that the exemp-
tiong would remain at £32, as last year.

Result: Conference agreed on £78 to con-
form with previous decisions,

Amendment No. 10: Paragraph (¢}, (lause
4, fixes the marrvied peo le’s exemption at £I152
in that part of the principal Act dealing with
payments of tax where the Act does not oper-
ate for a Ml vear. The amendment proposes
to substitute £i36 for £182.

Result: Conference agreed on £182
by the Assembly.

Amendment No. 11: The Council has in-
serted o new section, designed to proteet per-
sons earming in a short period of a vear the
same amount as others earn in a full vear and
vet paxing more tax beeause of the higher rate
applicable on the weekly wage.  The seetion
provided for refoads of exeess payments,

Result: Conference agreed to aceept the
amendment.

Amendment Noo 12: The Council has -
serted a new section, designed to provide that
employers shall he responsible for the tax only
at the rate applicable to the wages or salarics
thex are paying their emplovees. That is, it
absolves them from the necessity for taking
into eonsideration any other remuneration their
employees may be reeeiving.

Result:  Conferenee agreed to
amentdment.

AmenMment No.o 13: Peletey the elavse of
the Bill which provides lor retrospective pay-
meats on salary and wages from the st
Aupust

Result: Conference  agreed  that  the Till
should operate from the Tst October,

Amendment No, 1. Fimits the daration of
The et fo the 31st October, 1934,

Resubt: Conferenee apread dlat (he amend-
ment should not e agreed o,

[15]

Asgembly to

, s passed

accept  the

121

I wuse--
That the repert he adopted,
Question put and passed.

Assembly's ['urther Messuye,

Message from the Assembly received and
read notitying that it had agreed to the re-
commendations of the Conlerence,

House adjourned at 531 a.m. {Friday).

Regrslative  RAsscmbly,

Thursday, 3th October, 1923,
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